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October 15, 1968 
Tuesday - 7:10 p. m. 


FOR THE PRESIDENT 


The more I think about it, the more I believe we should not use 
the "San Antonio" formula. 

Reasons: 

1) North Vietnam has specifically and repeatedly rejected 
it by name as the basis for a bombing halt. Using it now makes 
it look as if they're eating crow. We could background to that effect 
without risking a blow-up by using it publicly. 

2} I have always thought our use of "San Antonio" might 
create as many problems for them as their use of "Haiphong 
formula" would present for us. 

3} The other quotes -- particularly the Detroit quote -- 
carry the same message without the offensive connotation of San 
Antonio. 

In place of that quote, and after the September 10 quote on page 3, 

I would use this, from March 31: jr-_. 

"When I announced the cessation of bombing over that part . 
of North Vietnam where 90% of its people leve -- last March 31 /- 
I said: \ / 

•Even this very limited bombing of the North could comte'\^ 
to an early end --if our restraint is matched by restraint in Hanoi - 
Whether a complete bombing halt becomes possible in the future 
will be determined by events, • 


This also suggests, without being too specific, why the present 
decision is being made. 


Harry C. McPherson, Jr. 






